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MILWAUKEE COUNTY COMMISSION FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
 
 
ITEM I  CALL TO ORDER 
 
1:01pm 
 
ITEM II  ROLL CALL 
 
Deb Falk-Palec led the self-introductions of everyone in attendance. 
 
Commissioners Present: Deb Falk-Palec, John Haupt, Tom Jacobs, Denise Koss, Barbara Leigh, Cheri McGrath 
 
Commissioners Absent or Excused: Luis Arroyo, Supervisor Willie Johnson, Marcia Perkins, Sue Pickering, Meg 
Steimle, Andrzej Walz-Chojnacki, Kathryn Zalewski 
 
Staff: Mike Bonk, Tim Ochnikowski 
 
Guests: Tracy Harrington - MCTS 
 
ITEM III  APPROVAL OF MINUTES (September, October) 
 
There was no quorum. The minutes for September & October will be moved to the next agenda. 
 
ITEM IV SPECIAL REPORTS 
 
ITEM V  TRANSIT PLUS REPORT 
 
Ms. Harrington reports that the Grant 5310 Funding has continued for New Freedom. A new part-time Travel Trainer 
has started. New freedom 250,000 ADA boarding will be reported at a later time. ADA Training for drivers continues to 
be successful. UWM has completed over 150 assessments for the Transit Plus program. 30% of assessments are a 
No show. Go Pass currently not sustainable. County Board suggest implementing a $5 processing fee per pass 2017 
may be administered through the ADRC. Budget has not been finalized at this time. There will be means testing on the 
Go Pass going forward. Over 25,000 current Go Passes have been distributed to date. Monique will be stopping by 
next meeting to talk about the Fight for Air Climb which raises money for American Lung Association. 
  
ITEM VI COMMITTEE UPDATES 
 

A. Trust Fund: 2016 Eric Hobbs Award Winner 
 

Ashlee Nalls – “Crayola Heart Work” won the 2016 Eric Hobbs Award. 
Ashlee will attend the next meeting in December to receive award. Commission members discussed ideas on 
where to donate the Art in the community. Commission suggested reaching out to the Betty Brinn Museum, 
Ronald McDonald House, and Children’s Hospital as hosts to the winning art piece. Chair Deb Falk-Palec 
made a motion to approve the expenditure of $500 from the Commission’s Trust Fund for the purchase of the 
2016 Eric Hobbs Award winning piece of art from Ashlee Nalls. Commissioner Koss seconded. Hearing no 
discussion, the motion passed unanimously. The commissioners not present will be contacted regarding this 
action. 
 
Commission also discussed last year’s winning artwork, Cammy Draheim’s “All Day Every Day,” as the artwork 
is still in the Office for Persons with Disabilities office. Staff Mike Bonk explained that he had a recent meeting 
with the Boerner Botanical Gardens regarding some recreation opportunities, as well as summer camps, and 
the Friends of Boerner Botanical Gardens are willing to display the artwork in their gift shop, which has great 
visibility in the community. Commissioner Koss made a motion to recommend and direct that the 2015 Eric 
Hobbs Award winning art piece, “All Day Every Day,” by Cammy Draheim, be given to the Boerner Botanical 
Gardens for display in their gift shop. Commissioner Leigh seconded. Hearing no discussion, the motion 
passed unanimously. 
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ITEM VII REVIEW OFFICE REPORT 
 
 
ITEM VIII COMMISSION DISCUSSIONS 
 

A. Recreation Update(s) 
Mike Bonk provided Disability Awareness Month updates. White Cane Safety Day, and the Goodwill Fashion 
Show were really well received. Over 150 people attended each event.  Mike also provided a more detailed 
update regarding his meeting with Boerner Botanical Gardens, and explained that OPD, Easter Seals and 
Boerner will be given a garden plot at Boerner to have a gardening class in the Summer, as well as spend a 
day out at Boerner with the Summer Camps doing a garden walk, as well as additional activities. The office 
again partnered with the Holiday Folk Fair to distribute tickets to persons with disabilities, and their families. Mr. 
Bonk also gave an additional Recreational Update regarding the RFP process. Easter Seals has been 
recommended for the 2017 -2019 contract, and the Office will have to present this to the Health and Human 
Needs Committee. Mr. Bonk also explained that Easter Seals is concerned about the Living Wage ordinance, 
and may need to scale back programming in order to continue programming and meet the financial needs of 
the Living Wage Ordinance. Mr. Bonk also indicated he has been working with all of the local sports teams and 
Easter Seals to get the Color Guard opportunities to present the colors at Sporting Events. The Easter Seals 
Color Guard has booked four events so far which include the Milwaukee Wave on 11/19/16, 1/29/16, 
Milwaukee Bucks 2/13/16, and Milwaukee Admirals 3/26/16. 

 
B. Chairpersons Report 

 
Lois Arroyo will have to resign his seat on the Commission for Persons with Disabilities due to his living outside 
Milwaukee County. 
 
Commissioner Deb Falk-Palec spoke with the VP of Zagster, and is looking for feedback regarding providing 
alternate equipment options with additional cities. 

 
ITEM IX OTHER MATTERS BY COMMISSIONERS 
 
Commissioner McGrath brought up the fact that Transportation & Employment were biggest concern for persons with 
disabilities, and have made the least amount of strides since the ADA. She is calling on the Commission to help 
address some of these issues going forward, or to invite people in to talk to the Commission on how they are improving 
these areas. 
 
Commission John Haupt discussed the availability of an Accessible Boat Launch on the Milwaukee River in Brown 
Deer, and how the office can promote the use of this opportunity.  
 
Commissioner Barbara Leigh – Looking to get individuals with disabilities involved in parades. 
 
ITEM X  OTHER MATTERS BY THE PUBLIC 
 
ITEM XI ADJOURN 
 
Chair Falk-Palec adjourned the meeting at 2:30pm. The next meeting of the Commission will be Monday, December 
12th, 2016 at 1:00pm at St. John’s Properties (1800 N. Prospect Ave, Milwaukee). 
 
Submitted by: Mike Bonk, Staff to the Commission 


